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Rolls-Royce R&T ‘Big Bang’

1985/6

>80 Rolls-Royce university links in the 
UK (multiple departments and 
research teams)

Largely based on ‘personal’ contacts

Few with real ‘critical mass’ (staff or 
investment)

Supporting infrastructure & facilities 
limited - difficult to argue for priority 
investment

Duplication between research teams

Virtually no activity in mainland 
Europe and USA

2016

Access to talent and intellectual capability

‘Time to think’

Challenge and dialogue borne from diversity

Multi-sector perspective

Long term capability development

Public co-funding



Robust capability acquisition

People Toolset Technology

Technology (TRL)

Research Partners & UTCs Demonstrators Engine Programmes

Manufacturing Research CentresResearch Partners & UTCs Facility Investment

Manufacturing (MCRL)



Academic Partnerships through UTCs
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AxRCs in Rolls-Royce

A growing network of manufacturing partnerships (AxRCs)

Adv Forming & 

Forging Research 
Centre

Glasgow, UK, 2010

Manufacturing 

Technology Centre
Coventry, UK, 2011

Adv Manufacturing 

Research Centre
Rotherham, UK, 2008

National 

Composites Centre
Bristol, UK, 2011

Commonwealth
Centre for Advanced 

Manufacturing
Virginia, USA, 2012

Nuclear – Adv
Manufacturing 

Research Centre
Rotherham, UK, 2011

High Temperature 
Research Centre

Coventry, UK, 2015

Advanced 
Remanufacturing and 

Technology Centre 
Singapore, 2014



Thank you


