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The Urgent Need: Why Sustainability? 

• Global challenges : climate change, resource depletion, 
social inequality, and economic instability.

• Here in Southern Thailand, we see this firsthand:

• Challenges in sustainable agriculture (rubber, palm oil)

• The critical need for coastal protection and marine resource 
management

• The opportunity for eco-tourism and community-based green 
enterprises.

• To tackle these complex problems, no single entity can do it 
alone. We need collaboration.
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Knowledge 

Transfer

Universities 

generate 

research; 

industries 

implement 

solutions

Innovation

Co-developing 

new sustainable 

technologies, 

products, and 

processes

Talent 

Development

Equipping 

students with 

the skills for a 

green economy

Resource 

Sharing

Pooling 

expertise, 

funding and 

infrastructure

It's a win-win

Universities 

gain real-world 

relevance and 

funding, while 

Industries gain 

cutting-edge 

solutions & 

skilled talents

What are University-Industry 
Partnerships (UIPs) for 

Sustainability?



The World Technology University Network 
(WTUN) – A Global Catalyst

• A global consortium of technology-focused universities, 
WTUN's core mission aligns directly with UIPs for 
sustainability by:
• Global Networking : Connect the Dots on Global issues

• Challenge-Led Research : On the same UN SDGs

• Capacity Building : Staff and Student

• Advocacy - Collectively promoting the importance of sustainable 
development and innovation on a global scale.



Thaksin University's Unique Position 
in Southern Thailand

• Located in Songkhla and Phatthalung, 

TSU is uniquely positioned:  "Social Innovation University"  

Vision: Our aim to be a 

"Social Innovation University by 2027" strongly supports 

sustainability-focused UIPs, driving solutions for real 

community needs.

• Regional Strengths:

Agro- and 
Bio-Industry

Coastal & 
Marine

Local Wisdom

SSIP is designed to be the physical and 

organizational hub for these partnerships.



TSU-SSIP's Role in Driving UIPs for Sustainability

• Science and Social Innovation Park is the engine for UIPs at Thaksin University. It will:

• Be a "Living Lab": Identifying Southern Thailand's sustainability challenges and hosting multi-
stakeholder research. Think pilot projects for sustainable aquaculture, or energy solutions for remote 
communities.

• Incubate Green Businesses: Offering tailored incubation programs for startups focused on eco-tourism, 
circular economy solutions for local SMEs, or sustainable food tech. We can provide mentorship and 
connect them to funding.

• Build Green Skills: Host workshops for industry on new green technologies, facilitate internships for our 
students within local sustainable businesses.

• Foster Ecosystems: Organize "Sustainability Meetups" bringing together academics, industry, 
government, and community leaders to spark new collaborations.



Industries/Private Sectors 

University

Communities

Government

Economy Impacts  

Some Impacts created by Regional Science Park

Disparity Reduction and Promoting 
Inclusive Growth

Business Value Creation from IDEs 
and Startups Scale-ups

Regional GDP Contribution
And Job Creation in Region

Research Resources and Innovation

Social Impacts  

Valley of Challenge

2564

15,000
ลบ.

2565

2568

25672566

1,300 
ลบ.

Social & Economic 
Impacts

• Knowledge 
• Research / Innovation 
• Know-How
• Lab/Equipment/Pilot plant
• Researchers/Experts
• Students

Utilization of University 
Resources for Economics 
and Social Development
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Quick Wins 
for SSIP in UIPs for Sustainability

"Waste to 
Value" 

"Green 
Campus 

Challenge" 

“Sustainable 
Product 

Showcase”

"Local Wisdom, 
Global 

Sustainability" 



Conclusion: A Sustainable Future, Together

“Let's build this sustainable 
future, together”

Thaksin University, our Innovation 
Park, and WTUN together form a 
strong synergy for sustainability.

Strong UIPs turn research into real-
world solutions, boosting Southern 

Thailand’s green economy and 
advancing global sustainability goals.
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